07/19/2007 07:57 2486841243 PAGE 21/27 

RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX eiNTER 

JUL 1 9 2007 

HSf THE UNTIED STATES PATENT AjND TRADEMARK OFPICE 

In Application of: Scott I ClijRfoid et al, ) 

) GioapAjt Unit: 1734 

. Seiial.No..: lU/691,763 .).■ ■ • - 

) Examinei: G. Koch 

Filed: October 23, 2003 ) 

) Attorney Docket: 132815-7 
Poi ; Modular Pamting Apparatus ^ tfoimetlv 16129) 

Cojoamissioner foi Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandiia, VA 22313-1450 

DECLARATION OF DOUGLAS A. FRA NK UNDER 37 CFR 1.132 
Honorable Sii : 

Douglas A.. Fiank declaies as follows: 

1,. 1 received a Bacheloi of Science degiee in Mechanical Engineering m 1969 fiom 
Genexal Motois Institute (now Kettenng UniYersity) and a Mastei^s of Business Administiation 
Degiee in 19S0 fxom Oakland University, 

2, From 1982 to date, I have been employed by Fanuc Robotics America, Inc .» Rochester 
Hills, Michigan, assignee of the above application. My present position is Regional Sales 
Manager, Paint Systems Automation Gioap. 

3. I have reviewed the declaration document, dated July 17, 2007 of Scott Cliiford and 
Paiil Copioli, inventers of the above ideniified patent application . 

4.. I can attest to the maiket impact this machine has had to the industiy and in paiticular 
to my key customeis including General Motors and BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC, 

5. For General Motoi^, the success of this new innovation is evidenced by the increased 
sales of this application to plants in North America.. This P-SOO product has allowed General 
Motors to leduce the size of booths previously lequired and piovided sales opportunities that 
pjreviously were not available. 

6.. Previous to the P-.500 product. General Motors had specified the use of a competitor's 
fixed bells for application of paint such as clear coat Thus* the P-500 opened up the maiket for* 
this application- 
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7„ Geweial Motoi^ pBisonnel fcom thek Global Paint EngineeiTOg gxoup located in 
Waiien, NQ. have expressed tbeii* congtatulatiojiiJ on the success of this innovation that they say 
"reduced the cost of this paint application by 50% r 

;8". * Genefdl'Motoxs peisdiiiiel have also acldidwledged that the innovative ai^lication has ' 

allowed a reduction in paint use mA an increase in product unifoiinity not previously available. 

9 . Generdl MolOis and its affiliates have puichascd (CAMI, Fairf ax, SUP, Toluca) units 
as a result of this innovation.. 

10. BMW Manufactujing Co., IXC, located in Spajtanbutg, S.C , is now seiiously 
considering use of this P-500 solution for a new plant expansion planned for the Spaitanburg 
plant. This consideration would not have been even part of theix* normal bmtness decision 
process except for the leali^ation of capital and opciating cost savings fVam the P-500 product. 

11. BMW Manufactuiiiig Co , liC, said that only PAJNUC Robotics displayed new 
innovations for BMW review duiing their review of equipment in the US this yeai . 

12. BMW Manufacturing Co.. LLC, told FANUC Robotics thai they changed thedi plant 
layouts due to the innovation brougjut to them by FANUC Robotics America 

13. I funher declare that all statements made heiein of my own loiowlcdge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that wiUfiil false statements and the like so made 
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, ox both, under Section 1001 of Tide IS of the United 
States Code, and that such willful false statonents may jeopardize the^ validity of the above- 
jceferenced application or any patent issuing thereon. ^^^^^^-^"''''7^^^^ 



Date: July VS 20O7 
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